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(Kerulup). We found abundance of ye hie119 everywhere.
On the ist of the fifth month (May 23), at noon, an eclipse of the sun happened, while we were on the southern bank of the river. It was so dark that the stars could be seen, but soon it brightened up again.120
In this country it is cold in the morning but warm in the evening. We saw liuang hua (yellow flowers)121 in abundance. The river flows to the north-east. On both banks of it are many high willow trees, which the Mongols use for making their tents.
After a journey of sixteen days (up the Kerulun, along its southern bank), we arrived at the place where the river changes its direction, winding round the hills to the north-west. We could ascertain nothing about its sources.122 Farther to the south-west we reached the posi>-
311 tho nairative was the Kulon. Father Gerbillon visited these lakes in 1698 (Dn Haldo's "China," iv.); Pallas, in the last century, saw the Kulou Ho Htnt(.s that it is abounding m fish. Goi billon says tho same regaulmg tho Buyur. Tho Buyili lake is frequently mentioned by Knflhicl-oddm in connection with the ancient history of tho Mongols (d'Ohsson, i. 62, 75, 428, &o.) Tho lako Kculc mentioned togothei with tho Buyur on p. 75 IH piobably tho Kulon.
110 Uie IH a kind of cultivated Allium. Ye hiet or wild hie, denotes one of tho numerous Alliuni species of Mongolia, Camels are very fond of thorn. *
lljo This statement gives a stamp of authenticity to the whole narrative A, "Wyho, who, in tho first edition of my " Chinese Mediaeval Travellers," gives a long and interesting article on the eclipse observed by Ch'ang ch'un, has found by calculation that there was a ftolar eclipse on May 23d (old stylo), 1221, central about 3 h, 45 m. civil reckoning at London. All astronomical details furnished by Ch'ang eh'un, in tho abovo passage and farther on, with respect to this celestial phenomenon, are in general in accordance with Wylic's calculations. Tho same eclipse is also mentioned in tho Chinese astronomical annals, and vuth tho same date as given by Ch'ang cli'un. See Gaubil's " Traitds do 1'Astronomie Chinoise " in Souciet's "Observ. Math. Astron,," &c., ui. 354,
JJl In China the name of hya/ny Jvua is applied to the yellow Day Lily, /fcDicroccillia fulva. This species is hardly found in a wild (state in Northern Mongolia. The Chinese author may have seen there II, fframin&i or //. flava.
m Tho caravan road from Kiakhta (resp, Urga) to Kalgan passes near the place where tho Kerulun, which takes rise in tlxe Keutei mountains,